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The traditional journal publishing process
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The costs of access to scientific publications
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Scientific journal expenses for subscriptions

Survey made in 2018 by European University Association
Second Big Deals survey: Preview of the results
https://eua.eu/news/246:eua-releases-preview-of-2nd-big-deals-survey-report.html

https://eua.eu/news/246:eua-releases-preview-of-2nd-big-deals-survey-report.html
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The rise of Open Access policies
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OPEN ACCESS DEFINITION

Open access to scientific publications

Open Access means free availability on the public internet, 
permitting any users to reuse intellectually or through 
technical means (indexing, mining…) without financial, 
legal, or technical barriers, as far as the authors keep 
control over the integrity of their work and are properly 
acknowledged and cited.

–Budapest Open Access Initiative BOAI 2002 http://www.soros.org/openaccess/

–Bethesda Statement on Open Access Publishing 2003 
http://legacy.earlham.edu/~peters/fos/bethesda.htm

–Berlin Declaration on Open Access to Scientific Knowledge 2003 
https://openaccess.mpg.de/Berlin-Declaration

http://www.soros.org/openaccess/
http://legacy.earlham.edu/~peters/fos/bethesda.htm
https://openaccess.mpg.de/Berlin-Declaration
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https://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/data/ref/h2020/other/hi/oa-pilot/
h2020-infograph-oa-sci-publ_en.pdf

https://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/data/ref/h2020/other/hi/oa-pilot/h2020-infograph-oa-sci-publ_en.pdf
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PLAN S 

Research funders in Austria, Finland, France, Ireland,
Luxemburg, the Netherlands, Norway, Poland, Italy,
Slovenia, United Kingdom, Sweden, Jordania, Zambia.

Horizon Europe is aligned on Plan S

https://www.coalition-s.org/

Objective: from 2021 onwards, scientific 
publications resulting from publicly funded research 
will have to be published in Open Access journals or 
immediately available on Open Access platforms.

https://www.coalition-s.org/


Benefits for the researcher
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Danny Smith

https://sparceurope.org/what-we-do/open-access/sparc-europe-open-access-resources/open-access-citation-advantage-service-oaca/oaca-table/

Studies published until 2015 that investigated the citation advantage

grouped by their conclusion

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://sparceurope.org/what-we-do/open-access/sparc-europe-open-access-resources/open-access-citation-advantage-service-oaca/oaca-table/
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Danny Smith

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/


Open Access to publications in H2020
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Each beneficiary must ensure open access (free of charge, online 
access for any user) to all peer-reviewed scientific publications 
relating to its results:

• deposit a machine-readable electronic copy of the published 
version or final peer-reviewed manuscript accepted for 
publication in a repository for scientific publications

• ensure open access to the deposited publication at the latest 6 
months after publication in STM, or 12 months in SSH

17

H2020 Open Access mandate



Which publications are concerned by 
the H2020 Open Access rules?

What are the roads to Open Access?

When to deposit?

In which repositories to deposit?
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Which publications are concerned?

“all peer-reviewed scientific publications relating to its results.”

✓ Articles, book chapters, papers in proceedings that are peer reviewed must be available 
in Open Access 

✓ ERC: also conference proceedings and long-text publications such as monographs, edited 
volumes, etc.

What to deposit?
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Publication versions

Preprint Your manuscript unpublished or submitted for publication

Postprint or 

AAM

Your final manuscript after peer review, as approved for publication 

in a journal but before being laid out by the publisher, also called

« Author Accepted Manuscript » or AAM

Published

version

The publisher’s version, as published with the journal layout

(usually a PDF file)
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Which version of an article?

✓ deposit the published version or final peer-reviewed manuscript accepted for publication 
(Author Accepted Manuscript)

o preprints are not peer reviewed -> not concerned by OA mandate

What to deposit?
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Roads to Open Access 
to Articles published in journals

Green Open Access
Gold Open Access
Hybrid Open Access
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GREEN OPEN ACCESS

The researcher
decides where

to publish

Publishes in a  
subscription-based

journal

Upload immediately
to an open archive 

the final manuscript
accepted for 
publication

Open Access, immediately
or after an embargo period of 

maximum
6 months in Science, Technology, 

Medicine (STM), 
12 months in Social Science and 

Humanities (SSH)

https://www.fosteropenscience.eu/


How to find the Author Accepted Manuscript?

• Ask the corresponding author

• Contact the journal and ask for a copy of the accepted version of your article

• Log into the journal submission system and retrieve a copy of the accepted version or 
AAM stored there during the publishing process.

=> See the guides « Direct2AAM: Helping Authors Find Author Accepted Manuscripts” 
available for most major journals. 

https://openaccessbutton.org/direct2aam

https://openaccessbutton.org/direct2aam
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GOLD OPEN ACCESS: OA JOURNALS

The researcher
decides where to 

publish

Publishes in an  
Open Access

journal
www.doaj.org

Pays Article 
Processing

Charge (APC) 
if necessary

Upload immediately
the published version of 

article to an open archive

in immediate open 
access

Article is in immediate
Open Access 

on the publisher’s
website

https://www.fosteropenscience.eu/
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BEWARE OF PREDATORY PUBLISHERS!

so-called academic publishers
not providing peer review

More info on https://portail.ulb.be/en/research/publications-organisation-of-conferences-and-communication/publishing-
your-research/publishing-an-article

https://portail.ulb.be/en/research/publications-organisation-of-conferences-and-communication/publishing-your-research/publishing-an-article
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FINDING RELIABLE OPEN ACCESS JOURNALS ON DOAJ.ORG

https://doaj.org/

https://doaj.org/
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https://beallslist.net/

https://beallslist.net/


29https://predatoryjournals.com/

https://predatoryjournals.com/
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https://app.lib.uliege.be/compass-to-publish/

https://app.lib.uliege.be/compass-to-publish/
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https://app.lib.uliege.be/compass-to-publish/pages/7/Methodology

https://app.lib.uliege.be/compass-to-publish/pages/7/Methodology
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WHO’S PAYING THE PUBLICATION COSTS FOR OPEN ACCESS JOURNALS?

• Revenues from subscriptions

Delayed Open Access with moving wall : Journal freely accessible after a 

delay (6 months to 24 or 36 months). Current issues to be subscribed.

• OA journal business models :

(a) Subsidies – Diamond Open Access 
= 70% of DOAJ journals do not ask for APCs

(b) Pay to publish: Article Publication Charge (APC)
Average APC: 1200€ (OA journals)



Adapté de 

HYBRID JOURNALS

Average APC : 2350€ 

The researcher
decides where

to publish

Publish in a 
subsciption-

based journal

IF the Open Access  
OPTION EXISTS

-> hybrid journal 
Pay Article 

Processing Charge 
(APC)

Article is in 
immediate Open Access 

on the publisher’s
website

Upload immediately
the published version of the 

article to an open archive

in immediate
Open Access

https://www.fosteropenscience.eu/


Expenses on APCs/revenues of APCs: the openAPC project
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Expenses on APCs in hybrid journals in 2020 - Data collected from 92 research organisations and funders
https://treemaps.intact-project.org/apcdata/openapc/#publisher/is_hybrid=TRUE&period=2020

https://treemaps.intact-project.org/apcdata/openapc/#publisher/is_hybrid=TRUE&period=2020
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Expenses on APCs in hybrid journals in 2020 - Data collected from 92 research organisations and funders
https://treemaps.intact-project.org/apcdata/openapc/#publisher/is_hybrid=TRUE&period=2020

https://treemaps.intact-project.org/apcdata/openapc/#publisher/is_hybrid=TRUE&period=2020


• ULB: no central budget for paying APCs
research budget in Faculties -> ask your Faculty

• University Foundation : only in a pure open access journal
• FNRS: maximum 750 € per publication (not for predatory journals and hybrid journals, see

FAQs)

• Horizon 2020 (including ERC): 
Gold & Hybrid APC : Cost eligible for reimbursement only during 
the duration of the project. No price cap for APCs.

• Horizon Europe 
Gold APC : Cost eligible for reimbursement only during the duration of the project. No price 
cap for APCs.
Hybrid APC not eligible anymore
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APC : FUNDING SOURCES FOR ULB RESEARCHERS

http://www.fondationuniversitaire.be/en/node/398
https://www.frs-fnrs.be/docs/Reglement_OPEN_ACCESS_EN.pdf
https://www.frs-fnrs.be/en/politique-scientifique/99-chercheurs/appels-reglements-docs-resultats/296-faq-open-access-en
https://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/data/ref/h2020/other/hi/oa-pilot/h2020-infograph-oa-sci-publ_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/research-and-innovation/funding/funding-opportunities/funding-programmes-and-open-calls/horizon-europe_en
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APC : accounting MONITORING AT ULB 

Online purchase request on the ULB SAP Portal: give details in the "note 
interne" section.
Indicate :

• If it is an article, book chapter or book ; 

• If it is an Open Access publication charge or other publication costs (e.g. 
submission, colour, page...); 

• In the case of an article in Open Access, if the journal in which it is 
published is entirely in Open Access (Gold) or if placing the article in Open 
Access was optional (Hybrid).

See: https://portail.ulb.be/en/research/publications-organisation-of-
conferences-and-communication/publishing-your-research/publication-costs

https://portail.ulb.be/en/research/publications-organisation-of-conferences-and-communication/publishing-your-research/publication-costs


When to deposit?

• Upload your article as soon as possible to an open archive and at the latest on 
publication

• Ensure open access immediately or at the latest 6 months after publication in 
STM (science, technology, medicine) and 12 months in SSH (social sciences 
and humanities) – indicate the end of embargo period at the time of deposit



Where to deposit?

• H2020 -> “in a repository for scientific publications”

• ERC -> strongly encourages discipline-specific repositories for their publications.

repository = online open archive



INSTITUTIONAL REPOSITORIES:

DI-FUSION AT ULB: HTTPS://DIFUSION.ULB.AC.BE/

SPECIALISED ARCHIVES :

- THESES

TEL France; E-theses Portal DART-Europe : theses from 613 Universities in 28 European countries

- Preprints Servers 

ArXiv, Directory of preprint server policies and practices

NATIONAL OR INTERNATIONAL ARCHIVES

France – HAL; The Netherlands - NARCIS ; European - Zenodo …

DISCIPLINARY ARCHIVES …

+4000 open archives Directory of Open Access Repositories
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A VARIETY OF OPEN ARCHIVES

https://difusion.ulb.ac.be/
http://tel.archives-ouvertes.fr/
http://www.dart-europe.eu/basic-search.php
https://asapbio.org/preprint-servers
-%20http:/hal.archives-ouvertes.fr
http://www.narcis.nl/
http://zenodo.org/
http://www.opendoar.org/


Research Gate and Academia are NOT open archives!

https://www.fosteropenscience.eu/learning/open-access-publishing/#/id/5a326071c2af651d1e3b1c14

H2020 

https://www.fosteropenscience.eu/learning/open-access-publishing/#/id/5a326071c2af651d1e3b1c14
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Sherpa/Romeo : + 4200 publishers >> Check :

✓ Authorised version

✓ Embargo duration

✓ Type of authorized open archive

Example: IEEE Internet Computing

KNOW THE OPEN ACCESS POLICY OF A JOURNAL OR PUBLISHER

https://v2.sherpa.ac.uk/id/publication/33128?template=romeo
https://v2.sherpa.ac.uk/romeo/
https://v2.sherpa.ac.uk/id/publication/23038
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+ comply with Open Access legislation in Belgium and at 
ULB

44
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Open Access Decree in Wallonia-Brussels Federation

• Obligation to upload to the institutional repository and to provide open 

access to the manuscript of articles published from 14/09/2018 onwards, 

presenting research funded (even partly) by public funds within a maximum 

delay of 

o 6 months in sciences, technology, medicine

o 12 months in social sciences and humanities

• Impact on application files: for the articles in question, only those available in 

open access within the expected delay will be taken into consideration when 

assessing applications for appointment, promotion or the awarding of credits.

Decree on the establishment of a policy of open access to scientific publications  

in Wallonia-Brussels Federation (FWB) (3/05/2018)

OBLIGATION
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Open Access legislation in Belgium

The author RETAINS the right:

• to grant open access to the manuscript of your scientific articles published in a 
periodical, after a period of

– 12 months after their publication for social sciences and humanities

– 6 months for other scientific disciplines,

• regardless of the contract signed with the publisher

• for any article stemming from research that has received at least half of its 
funding from public sources

• including articles published before the relevant law came into effect (15 
September 2018)

This is an imperative right; it applies regardless of the law under which the contract 
was signed, provided that there is a connecting factor located in Belgium.

Article of law relating to the publishing contract in the Code of 

Economic Law (15/09/2018)

PROTECTION



Recap
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The researcher
decides where

to publish

Publish in an 
Open Access journal
(eg. www.doaj.org)

Article is in 
immediate

Open Access 
on the publisher’s

website

Pay Article Processing
Charge (APC) 
– if necessary

Publish in a 
subsciption-based

journal

Upload immediately
to DI-fusion the final 

manuscript accepted for 
publication

Open Access, immediately
or after an embargo period of maximum

6 months in Science, Technology, Medicine (STM), 
12 months in Social Science and Humanities (SSH)

Pay Article 
Processing Charge 

(APC)

IF the Open Access  
OPTION EXISTS

-> hybrid journal 

Upload
immediately

to DI-fusion the article  in immediate
Open Access

Article is in immediate
Open Access 

on the publisher’s website

Gold Open Access

Green Open Access

Hybrid journals

Upload
immediately

to DI-fusion the article in immediate
Open Access

Adapted from

https://www.fosteropenscience.eu/


What to deposit?
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Version to be uploaded to DI-fusion

Green 

Open Access

Upload the postprint version or Author Accepted Manuscript in 

open access and specify an embargo period of maximum 6 months

(STM) or 12 months (SSH) 

Gold 

Open Access

Upload the publisher’s version in immediate open access without

embargo 

Hybrid

Open Access

Upload the publisher’s version in immediate open access without

embargo



-> Upload the file of your publication to DI-fusion

-> select Version: Postprint or Published version
-> select Access: Open Access
-> Embargo : date of publication + 6/12 months
Eg: published 2021-01-15 -> date end of embargo = 2021-07-14 or 2022-01-14



DI-fusion: public search interface
https://difusion.ulb.ac.be/



Opening access to the research data underlying the article



Deposit data underlying the publications

In H2020

• Beneficiaries must aim to deposit at the same time as the publication the research 
data needed to validate the results presented in the deposited scientific 
publications ('underlying data'), ideally in a data repository.

• Beneficiaries do NOT have to grant open access to the deposited underlying research 
data — unless they are participating in the Pilot on Open Research Data

• Read the Guide to Open Data

https://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/data/ref/h2020/grants_manual/hi/oa_pilot/h2020-hi-oa-pilot-guide_en.pdf
https://think.f1000research.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/ORE_Guide_to_Open_Data.pdf


EUROPEAN COMMISSION DATA POLICY

« as open as possible, as closed as necessary »



Deposit and open access to data underlying the publications

Required by some publishers
(PLOS, Nature Research, Copernicus Publications, PeerJ, Springer …)

➢ Objectives: 

▪ Validate research results and ensure reproducibility

▪ Reuse data

▪ Avoid duplication of existing research data sets

https://www.nature.com/nature-research/editorial-policies/reporting-standards
https://publications.copernicus.org/services/data_policy.html






https://doi.org/10.1111/1365-2435.13570

https://doi.org/10.1111/1365-2435.13570




https://portail.ulb.be/en/research/research-data-management

Where to archive your data: 
https://portail.ulb.be/en/research/research-data-management/archive-for-access-and-preservation#where

Training and support:
https://portail.ulb.be/en/research/research-data-management/training-and-support

Research Data Management at ULB

https://portail.ulb.be/en/research/research-data-management
https://portail.ulb.be/en/research/research-data-management/archive-for-access-and-preservation#where
https://portail.ulb.be/en/research/research-data-management/training-and-support


PUBLISHING PLATFORM FOR RESEARCH STEMMING 
FROM H2020 AND HORIZON EUROPE FUNDING

HTTPS://OPEN-RESEARCH-EUROPE.EC.EUROPA.EU/

Open Research Europe

https://open-research-europe.ec.europa.eu/


• submissions from Horizon 2020 grantees in all 
disciplines, during and after the end of their
grants. 

• The European Commission will be covering
the article processing charges, so it will be
completely cost-free to publish on the 
platform.

• Read the Guide to Open Data 

https://think.f1000research.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/ORE_Guide_to_Open_Data.pdf


Open Research publishing model





https://open-research-europe.ec.europa.eu/
for-authors/data-guidelines/

https://open-research-europe.ec.europa.eu/for-authors/data-guidelines/


Publishing an Open Access book
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Open Access books

https://www.doabooks.org/

34.000 OA academic peer reviewed

books from 408 publishers

Finding a reliable publisher: 

DOAB: All the publishers included in the DOAB have been chosen for their 
selection procedures and book licensing policies.. 

Editions de l’Université de Bruxelles: 
publish open access books

OA Book Publication Charges (BPCs) are elligible costs in H2020

https://www.doabooks.org/
http://www.doabooks.org/doab?func=publisher&uiLanguage=fr
https://www.editions-ulb.be/en/info/?fa=publierOA


Reporting your publications 

onto the EC participant portal







Find the repository link in DI-fusion





VISIT THE ULB LIBRARY WEBSITE: 

HTTPS://BIB.ULB.BE/FR/DOCUMENTS/OPEN-ACCESS

Finding OA resources

https://bib.ulb.be/fr/documents/open-access


Browser extensions to find OA version of articles

Unpaywall : find open access version of articles you find
when browsing

OAbutton : from a DOI, PMID, title or citation, find an open 
access version of the article on the publisher website. If not 
available, the system contact the author to request a copy. 
Also available as an extension in Firefox.

https://unpaywall.org/products/extension
https://openaccessbutton.org/


Unpaywall
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Useful links

• European Commission Open Access Policy 
https://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/data/ref/h2020/other/hi/o
a-pilot/h2020-infograph-oa-sci-publ_en.pdf

• Code of economic law Book XI, Publishing contract – article on Open 
Access article XI.196 §2.1 (in French)

• Decree on the establishment of a policy of open access to scientific 
publications in Wallonia-Brussels Federation (2/05/2018) (in  French)

• OA Directory http://oad.simmons.edu/oadwiki/Main_Page

• FOSTER Open Science training material 
https://www.fosteropenscience.eu/

https://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/data/ref/h2020/other/hi/oa-pilot/h2020-infograph-oa-sci-publ_en.pdf
http://www.ejustice.just.fgov.be/cgi_loi/loi_a1.pl?F&caller=list&cn=2013022819&fromtab=loi&la=F&language=fr&numero=1&rech=1&sql=(text%20contains%20(''))&table_name=loi&tri=dd%20AS%20RANK#Art.XI.196
https://gallilex.cfwb.be/document/pdf/45142_000.pdf
http://oad.simmons.edu/oadwiki/Main_Page
https://www.fosteropenscience.eu/
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Useful links

Information on the ULB staff portal : 

• Open Access at ULB

• Copyright

• DI-fusion

Regulation on ownership, protection and valorization 
of the intellectual property of the Université libre de 
Bruxelles (ULB) 

https://portail.ulb.be/en/research/publications-organisation-of-conferences-and-communication/open-access-and-visibility/open-access-at-ulb
https://portail.ulb.be/en/research/publications-organisation-of-conferences-and-communication/publishing-your-research/your-copyright
https://portail.ulb.be/en/research/publications-organisation-of-conferences-and-communication/di-fusion
https://www.ulb.be/fr/documents-officiels/reglement-en-matiere-de-propriete-intellectuelle-et-de-valorisation-des-oeuvres-relevant-de-la-legislation-relative-au-droit-d-auteur-et-realisees-au-sein-de-l-ulb
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http://difusion.ulb.ac.be

Help and training
•Training sessions for researchers, teachers, doctoral candidates
•Helpdesk : email (di-fusion@ulb.ac.be ), phone : 02 650 47 39

http://difusion.academiewb.be/
https://portail.ulb.be/en/research/publications-organisation-of-conferences-and-communication/di-fusion/training
mailto:di-fusion@ulb.ac.be
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Copyright issues 
related to Open Access

16 December 2021
2:30-4:00 pm

https://portail.ulb.be/en/research/publications-organisation-of-conferences-and-
communication/publishing-your-research/information-and-advising-sessions-open-

access-publication-and-copyright#copyright

Open Science Webinars series: #2 

https://portail.ulb.be/en/research/publications-organisation-of-conferences-and-communication/publishing-your-research/information-and-advising-sessions-open-access-publication-and-copyright#copyright
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Thank you!

For further information, please contact me: 

Françoise Vandooren
Francoise.Vandooren@ulb.be

02 650 49 95

mailto:Francoise.Vandooren@ulb.ac.be


EURAXESS HRS4R

This programme was developed as part of the ULB EURAXESS HRS4R 2018-2021 action plan, which aims at 
improving recruitment, working conditions and career development of researchers

www.ulb.be/euraxess

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Gt-GRFqAxts

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Gt-GRFqAxts

