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How	to	select	a	journal	to	
submit your article	to?



SELECTION CRITERIA

1. Topic(s)	dealt	with	by	the	journal

– Must	be	the	same	as	or	close	to	your	article	topic	

– Check	the	Aims	and	scopes	section	and	Submission	

guidelines

– Look	at	journals	you	read	frequently	for	your	
research	
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2. Type(s)	of	article	published

– Ex.	:	original	research,	review	article,	popular	article,	…

– Check	the	Aims	and	scopes section	and	Submission	

guidelines

– Browse	the	table	of	contents	from	last	issues

SELECTION CRITERIA
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3. Audience
– Ex.	:	researchers	in	the	same	field,	in	a	related	field,	

decision-makers,	professionals,	general	public,…

– Check	the	Aims	and	scopes section	and	Submission	

guidelines

4. Publishing	language
– Choice	based	on	targeted	audience

• International	scientific	community	=	English

• National	or	local	audience	=	“local”	language

SELECTION CRITERIA

4



5. Lead	time
=	time	from	submission	to	decision,	then	to	publication
– Generally from	6	to	12	months	

– Favor	special	issues	(publication	time	and	costs	often	
reduced)

– https://scirev.org/	(shared	experience)

SELECTION CRITERIA
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SELECTION CRITERIA

7. Reputation	of	the	journal
– Check	its	publisher

– Check	the	composition	of	its	editorial	board	

– Check	its	review	process

– Check	its	age	and	publication	history

– Identify	the	authors	of	published	articles

– Check	if/where	it	is	indexed

– Check	its	bibliometric	indicators	(IF,	CiteScore,	SJR,…)
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BEWARE OF PREDATORY JOURNALS

• Main	criteria	for	unmasking	them:
– Compliance	with	codes	of	conduct		(ex.	:	Open	Access	Scholarly	Publishers	Association)
– Editor	and	staff	(editorial/review	board)
– Editorial	practices
– Creation	date	and	publication	frequency
– Listed	in	the	Directory	of	Open	Access	Journals	(DOAJ)
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Directory	of	Open	Access	Journals

https://doaj.org 8



BEALL’S LIST

https://beallslist.net/
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BEALL’S SUCCESSORS

https://predatoryjournals.com 10



https://app.lib.uliege.be/compass-to-publish/ 11
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https://app.lib.uliege.be/compass-to-publish/pages/7/Methodology 13



SELECTION CRITERIA

7. Reputation	of	the	journal
– Check	its	publisher

– Check	the	composition	of	its	editorial	board	

– Check	its	review	process

– Check	its	age	and	publication	history

– Identify	the	authors	of	published	articles

– Check	if/where	it	is	indexed

– Check	its	bibliometric	indicators	(IF,	CiteScore,	SJR,…)
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CITESCORE

http://www.scopus.com/

Where	to	find	it	(if	available)?
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8. Business	model	of	the	journal
– Traditional	model:	“reader-pays”

– Open	Access	model:	free	access	with	sometimes	Article	
Processing	Charges	(“author-pays”)

– Hybrid	model:	APC	to	pay	in	order	to	make	the	article	
freely	accessible	in	a	“traditional”	journal

– Delayed	OA	model:	access	restricted	to	subscribers	for	
a	certain	embargo	period,	then	freely	available

SELECTION CRITERIA
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WEBSITE ON SUBMISSION ADVICE

http://thinkchecksubmit.org/ 17



https://www.scopus.com
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IDENTIFY JOURNALS WITH SCOPUS



JOURNAL GUIDE

https://www.journalguide.com 19



JOURNAL GUIDE

https://www.journalguide.com 20



JOURNAL GUIDE

https://www.journalguide.com 21



Contact information :
Valérie Durieux

valerie.durieux@ulb.be

QUESTIONS? REMARKS?...
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