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Mandate

Do I have to upload my articles in Open 
Access to DI-fusion?

Version

Which version of the article should be 
uploaded in Open Access to DI-fusion?

Right

Am I allowed to upload my articles in 
Open Access to DI-fusion?



Application of the FWB Open Access Decree (2018) 
and ULB Open Access policy

• Open access to scientific publications allows public 
access to the results of publicly funded research
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Mandate

Do I have to upload my articles in 
Open Access to DI-fusion?

Answer: YES, you do

https://difusion.ulb.ac.be

• Archiving the full text of articles in open access in 
institutional repositories ensures public access and 
sustainable access.

https://gallilex.cfwb.be/document/pdf/45142_000.pdf
https://www.ulb.be/fr/documents-officiels/ulb-institutional-policy-on-open-access-to-publications


– Articles published in a journal (> not in Conference
Proceedings, not a book chapter, not a book…)

– and published as from 14/09/2018 onwards

– and affiliation indicated in the article: ULB, or another FWB 
university
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Mandate

Which articles do I have to upload in 
Open Access to DI-fusion?

Answer:



– Immediately upon acceptance for publication

– In open access

– if requested indicate an end date for the embargo :

• Maximum 6 months after the publication date in science, 
technonlogy, medicine

• Maximum 12 months after the publication date in social science 
and humanities

NB: if funding by the European programme Horizon Europe 
>  immediate Open Access (no embargo accepted) 
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Mandate

When do I have to upload my articles 
in Open Access to DI-fusion?

Answer:



Source: England & Malaguarnera 2022. 10.5281/zenodo.7324363 under CC-BY 4.
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Version

Which version of the article should be 
uploaded in Open Access to DI-fusion?

Submitted Version Accepted Version Published Version



Journal completely in Open Access – Gold: 

Journal subscription-based:
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Answer: it depends on the type of journal

Version

Which version of the article should be 
uploaded in Open Access to DI-fusion?

Published Version
No embargo

Accepted Version (AAM)
With embargo 
max.6/12 months

or Published Version
or no embargo
If publisher allows
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https://v2.sherpa.ac.uk/romeo/

https://v2.sherpa.ac.uk/romeo/


Journal completely in Open Access – Gold: 

Journal subscription-based:

Journal subscription-based but 
author pays for Open Access – hybrid: 
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Answer: it depends on the type of journal

Version

Which version of the article should be 
uploaded in Open Access to DI-fusion?

Published Version
No embargo

Accepted Version (AAM)
With embargo 
max.6/12 months

or Published Version
or no embargo
If publisher allows

Published Version 
No embargo



Article of law relating to the publishing contract in the Code of Economic Law article XI.196 
§2.1 (2018) : The author RETAINS the right to upload their articles 

• in Open Access

• the  version accepted for publication (Author Accepted Manuscript)

• with embargo of  minimum 12 months after publication for social science & humanities and 
6 months for other scientific disciplines

• regardless of the contract signed with the publisher

• article stemming from research that has received at least half of its funding from public 
sources 

• including articles published before the relevant law came into effect (15-09-2018)

« This is an imperative right; it applies regardless of the law under which the contract was 
signed, provided that there is a connecting factor located in Belgium. »
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Answer: YES you have the right

Right

Am I allowed to upload my articles in 
Open Access to DI-fusion?

http://www.ejustice.just.fgov.be/cgi_loi/loi_a1.pl?F&caller=list&cn=2013022819&fromtab=loi&la=F&language=fr&numero=1&rech=1&sql=(text%20contains%20(''))&table_name=loi&tri=dd%20AS%20RANK#Art.XI.196
http://www.ejustice.just.fgov.be/cgi_loi/loi_a1.pl?F&caller=list&cn=2013022819&fromtab=loi&la=F&language=fr&numero=1&rech=1&sql=(text%20contains%20(''))&table_name=loi&tri=dd%20AS%20RANK#Art.XI.196


-> Upload the file of your publication

-> select Version: Postprint (= Accepted Version) or Published version
-> select Access: Open Access
-> Embargo : date of publication + 6/12 months
Eg: published 2023-01-15 -> date end of embargo = 2023-07-14 or 2024-01-14





In a nutshell
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The researcher
decides where

to publish

Publish in an 
Open Access journal Article is in 

immediate
Open Access 

on the publisher’s
website

Pay Article Processing
Charge (APC) 
– if necessary

Publish in a 
subsciption-based

journal

Upload immediately
to DI-fusion the 

accepted version for 
publication (AAM)

Open Access, immediately
or after an embargo period of maximum

6 months in Science, Technology, Medicine (STM), 
12 months in Social Science and Humanities (SSH)

Pay Article 
Processing Charge 

(APC)

IF the Open Access  
OPTION EXISTS

-> hybrid journal 

Upload
immediately

to DI-fusion the 
published version in immediate  Open Access

Article is in immediate
Open Access 

on the publisher’s website

Gold Open Access

Green Open Access

Hybrid journals

Upload
immediately

to DI-fusion the 
published version

Adapted from

in immediate  Open Access

https://www.fosteropenscience.eu/
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Useful links

DI-fusion, the ULB institutional repository

Information on the ULB portal: 

• Open Access at ULB

• Predatory journals

• Copyright 

• DI-fusion

ULB Institutional policy on Open Access to publications

FWB Open Access Decree - Décret visant à l'établissement d'une politique de libre accès aux 
publications scientifiques (Open Access) en Fédération Wallonie-Bruxelles (2/05/2018) (in 
French)

Code of econnomic law, Livre XI, Publishing contract – article on Open Access article XI.196 
§2.1 (in French)

https://difusion.ulb.ac.be/
https://portail.ulb.be/en/research/publications-organisation-of-conferences-and-communication/open-access-and-visibility/open-access-at-ulb
https://portail.ulb.be/en/research/publications-organisation-of-conferences-and-communication/publishing-your-research/publishing-an-article
https://portail.ulb.be/en/research/publications-organisation-of-conferences-and-communication/publishing-your-research/your-copyright
https://portail.ulb.be/en/research/publications-organisation-of-conferences-and-communication/di-fusion
https://www.ulb.be/fr/documents-officiels/ulb-institutional-policy-on-open-access-to-publications
https://gallilex.cfwb.be/document/pdf/45142_000.pdf
https://gallilex.cfwb.be/document/pdf/45142_000.pdf
http://www.ejustice.just.fgov.be/cgi_loi/loi_a1.pl?F&caller=list&cn=2013022819&fromtab=loi&la=F&language=fr&numero=1&rech=1&sql=(text%20contains%20(''))&table_name=loi&tri=dd%20AS%20RANK#Art.XI.196
http://www.ejustice.just.fgov.be/cgi_loi/loi_a1.pl?F&caller=list&cn=2013022819&fromtab=loi&la=F&language=fr&numero=1&rech=1&sql=(text%20contains%20(''))&table_name=loi&tri=dd%20AS%20RANK#Art.XI.196


Département des bibliothèques et de l’information scientifique
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Thank you!

For any additional information, 
do not hesitate to contact me: 

Françoise Vandooren
Francoise.Vandooren@ulb.be

mailto:Francoise.Vandooren@ulb.ac.be
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