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Creative Commons licenses
Understanding and using

Creative Commons licenses
to share your scientific works

• Please turn off your microphone during the 15 minutes presentation. 

• Do not hesitate to turn it on to ask questions after the presentation. 

Thank you!

The session starts at 12:00 pm.
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CC
What is a Creative Commons license?

Types
What are the different types of CC licenses?

Who
Who can apply a CC license to a work?

When
When to apply a CC license to your work?

Choose
Which CC license to choose?

How
How to apply a CC license?
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License granted by the author to the users of the work* that is made 

available to the public, specifying permitted uses

*Literary or artistic work: article, working paper, preprint, manuscript, thesis, graph, 

illustration, picture… (not for software)

  

License adapted to the legislation of many countries:
- Legally valid contract
- Simplified version, easy to understand
- Machine readable

What is a Creative Commons license?
CC

https://creativecommons.org/
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Uses permitted by the author:
• Copy, reproduce
• Distribute, disseminate, share
• Communicate, display 

If not explicitely forbidden:
• Modify the work
• Commercial use

What is a Creative Commons license?
CC

Scope and duration:
• Worldwide
• During all copyright 

protection (= up to 70 years
after the author’s death)

Characteristics:
• Cannot be revoked
• Non-exclusive



Conditions of use which can be imposed by the author:
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What are the conditions of use?
CC

Source of pictos: Foter, CC BY-SA

Attribution:
Mention the name of the 
author. 

No commercial use : Only 
noncommercial uses of the work 
are permitted

No derivative work : No derivatives 
or adaptations of the work are 
permitted

Share alike: Adaptations must be 
shared under the same terms

Zero: work put in the public domain: no condition

https://foter.com/blog/how-to-attribute-creative-commons-photos/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/
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Types
What are the different types of CC licenses?

CC BY
Attribution

CC BY-SA
Attribution and Share alike

CC BY-ND
Attribution and No derivative

CC BY-NC
Attribution and No commercial use

CC BY-NC-SA
Attribution and No commercial use and Share alike

CC BY-NC-ND
Attribution and No commercial use and No derivative

Source: Foter, CC BY-SA

https://foter.com/blog/how-to-attribute-creative-commons-photos/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/


Conditions: 

• Own copyright in the work

• Have the agreement of all co-authors

• Copyright must not have been transferred , e.g. to a publisher

Warning: license cannot be revoked!
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Who
Who can apply a CC license to a work?



Before submitting to a publisher:

➢ When you upload your work to an open archive, preprint server, institutional repository DI-
fusion, website, Virtual University (Moodle)…:

 preprints, working paper, illustrations, thesis, course material, poster, PPT…

When publishing in Open Access: journal article, book chapter, book…

➢ CC license applied by the publisher
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When
When to apply a CC license to your work?
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Before submitting to a publisher:

➢ When you upload your work to an open archive, preprint server, institutional repository DI-
fusion, website, Virtual University (Moodle)…:

 preprints, working paper, illustrations, thesis, course material, poster, PPT…

When publishing in Open Access: journal article, book chapter, book…

➢ CC license applied by the publisher

After the publication:

➢ Check the terms of the publishing agreement or look at Sherpa Romeo (conditions for 
sharing on Open Access)

– Final manuscript accepted for publication (after peer review)

For more info, see: Considerations for licensors and licensees
11

When
When to apply a CC license to your work?

https://v2.sherpa.ac.uk/romeo/
https://wiki.creativecommons.org/wiki/Considerations_for_licensors_and_licensees
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https://v2.sherpa.ac.uk/romeo/

Journal of Anthropological Research

https://v2.sherpa.ac.uk/romeo/
https://v2.sherpa.ac.uk/id/publication/33128
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Choose
Which CC license to choose?

Source: Foter, CC BY-SA

https://foter.com/blog/how-to-attribute-creative-commons-photos/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/


• Text + URL of CC license
– Exemple : « This work is licensed under a CC BY-NC 4.0. license » 

URL : https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/deed.en  

• Badge + URL of CC license (clickable image)

– Badges and icons available here: https://creativecommons.org/about/downloads/ 

• In the HTML code of the website: 
– Use the Creative Commons License Chooser to get the relevant HTML code.
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How
How to apply a CC license?

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/deed.fr
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/deed.en
https://creativecommons.org/about/downloads/
https://creativecommons.org/choose/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/deed.fr
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How
How is a CC license displayed?
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Useful links

• Creative Commons: https://creativecommons.org/

• Description of licenses: 
https://creativecommons.org/about/cclicenses/

• Choose a license: https://creativecommons.org/choose/

• Considerations for CC licensors and licensees: 
https://wiki.creativecommons.org/wiki/Considerations_for_licensors
_and_licensees

https://creativecommons.org/
https://creativecommons.org/about/cclicenses/
https://creativecommons.org/choose/
https://wiki.creativecommons.org/wiki/Considerations_for_licensors_and_licensees
https://wiki.creativecommons.org/wiki/Considerations_for_licensors_and_licensees
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Thank you!

For any additional information, 
do not hesitate to contact me: 

Françoise Vandooren
Francoise.Vandooren@ulb.be

mailto:Francoise.Vandooren@ulb.ac.be
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