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I. General Information

This portion of the course addresses general notions of (international) arbitration law and proceedings.  


II. Outline

General introduction
	
· Legal sources
· Definition of arbitration and comparison with other means of dispute resolution
· Different types of arbitration (institutional v. ad hoc)
· Arbitration v. litigation: pros & cons
		

The arbitration agreement
	
· Definition
· Types (arbitration clause v. stand-alone arbitration agreement)
· Content
· Separability doctrine
· Conditions of validity
· Arbitrability
· Effect:
· Competence-Competence
· Exceptions
· Pathological arbitration clauses

Constitution of arbitral tribunal

· Number of arbitrators
· Method of appointment
· Consequences of irregular constitution
· Problems affecting constitution
· Multi-Claimants / Multi-Respondents
· Multi-Parties / Multi-contracts
· The arbitrator: requirements
· Challenge of arbitrators
· Replacement of arbitrators
		

Proceedings before the arbitral tribunal

· Procedural rules
· Sequence of proceedings
· Interim Measures
· Emergency Arbitrator
· Expedited Arbitration
· Arbitral Award (types; formal requirements; correction)
· Costs of arbitration


Challenge against arbitral award
· Setting aside
· Grounds
· Effects

Enforcement of foreign arbitral awards


Lecture 1:	General Introduction + the arbitration agreement

Lecture 2:	The arbitration agreement (continued) + Constitution of arbitral tribunal

Lecture 3:	Constitution of arbitral tribunal (continued) + Proceedings before the arbitral 		tribunal

Lecture 4:	Proceedings before the arbitral tribunal (continued) + Challenge against arbitral award + Enforcement of foreign arbitral awards


III. Legal sources

A. International Conventions

· New York Convention (10 June 1958)
· Text: http://www.newyorkconvention.org/11165/web/files/original/1/5/15432.pdf
· Official website: 
https://uncitral.un.org/en/texts/arbitration/conventions/foreign_arbitral_awards
· Official guide: http://newyorkconvention1958.org/ 
· Other site : http://www.newyorkconvention.org/
· European Convention on International Commercial Arbitration (Geneva, 21 April 1961)
Text : https://treaties.un.org/doc/Treaties/1964/01/19640107%2002-01%20AM/Ch_XXII_02p.pdf 
List of Contracting States : https://treaties.un.org/doc/Publication/MTDSG/Volume%20II/Chapter%20XXII/XXII-2.en.pdf 
· ICSID Convention (Washington, 18 March 1965)
Text: 
https://icsid.worldbank.org/en/Documents/icsiddocs/ICSID%20Convention%20English.pdf


B. National arbitration laws

· UNCITRAL Model Law of 1985 (revised 2006)
https://uncitral.un.org/sites/uncitral.un.org/files/media-documents/uncitral/en/07-86998_ebook.pdf
· Belgium: Judicial Code, Art. 1676-1723 (2013 Act, as amended in 2016 and 2024):
Unofficial translation: see on UV General Material
France: Code of Civil Procedure, Art. 1504-1527 (Decree 2011-48)
http://www.iaiparis.com/pdf/FRENCH_LAW_ON_INTERNATIONAL_ARBITRATION.pdf 
· Germany: §§ 1025-1066 ZPO (1998 Act)
German Arbitration Institute (DIS): Legislation & Treaties (disarb.org)
· Switzerland: Art. 7, 176-194 PILA (1987 Act revised 1 January 2021)
https://www.swissarbitration.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/20210129-Chapter-12-PILA_Translation_English.pdf
· United Kingdom: Arbitration Act 1996
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1996/23/contents 
· United States: U.S. Code, Title 9
https://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/9 


C. Arbitration Rules

· UNCITRAL Arbitration Rules of 1976 (revised 2013)
Official website: 
UNCITRAL Abitration Rules (with new article 1, paragraph 4, as adopted in 2013, UNCITRAL Rules on Transparency in treaty-based Investor-State Arbitration
· International Chamber of Commerce (ICC) Arbitration Rules (2026)
https://iccwbo.org/dispute-resolution/dispute-resolution-services/arbitration/rules-procedure/2026-arbitration-rules/ 
· London Court of International Arbitration (LCIA) Arbitration Rules (2020)
https://www.lcia.org/Dispute_Resolution_Services/lcia-arbitration-rules-2020.aspx
· International Centre for Dispute Resolution (ICDR) (American Arbitration Association  - AAA) International Dispute Resolution Rules (2021)
https://www.icdr.org/sites/default/files/document_repository/ICDR_Rules_1.pdf?utm_source=icdr-website&utm_medium=rules-page&utm_campaign=rules-intl-update-1mar
· Singapore International Arbitration Centre (SIAC) Arbitration Rules (2025)
https://siac.org.sg/siac-rules-2025 
· Belgian Centre for Arbitration and Mediation (CEPANI) Arbitration Rules (2026)
https://cepani.be/files/publications_documents/documents/cepani_arbitrage_en---annexes---final-2026.pdf 
· IBA Rules on the Taking of Evidence in International Arbitration (2020) 
https://www.ibanet.org/MediaHandler?id=def0807b-9fec-43ef-b624-f2cb2af7cf7b
· IBA Guidelines on Conflicts of Interest in International Arbitration (2024)
https://www.ibanet.org/document?id=Guidelines-on-Conflicts-of-Interest-in-International-Arbitration-2024
· IBA Guidelines on Party Representation in International Arbitration (2013)
IBA Guidelines on Party Representation in Int Arbitration..indd (ibanet.org)
· Rules on the Efficient Conduct of Proceedings in International Arbitration (“Prague Rules”) (2018)
https://praguerules.com/upload/medialibrary/9dc/9dc31ba7799e26473d92961d926948c9.pdf


D. Scholarly Works

· Gary B. Born, International Commercial Arbitration (3rd ed., Kluwer Law International 2020)
· Emmanuel Gaillard and John Savage (eds), Fouchard, Gaillard, Goldman on International Commercial Arbitration (Kluwer Law International 1999)
· Julian M. Lew, Loukas A. Mistelis and Stefan Michael Kröll, Comparative International Commercial Arbitration (Kluwer Law International 2003)
· Jean-François Poudret and Sébastien Besson, Comparative Law of International Arbitration (Sweet & Maxwell 2007)
Nigel Blackaby, Constantine Partasides, Alan Redfern and Martin Hunter, International Arbitration (6th edn, OUP 2015)
· Niuscha Bassiri and Maarten Draye, Arbitration in Belgium (Kluwer Law International 2016)
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