
Chapter 12 

Technical Writing 

I. THE OVERVIEW: YES, VIRGINIA, You CAN EVEN

MAKE PATENT APPLICATIONS MORE READABLE BY 

STUDYING BOARD GAMES AND COOKBOOKS 

II. THE FOURTEEN RULES OF TECHNICAL

WRITING: MAKING THE INCOMPREHENSIBLE 

EASY TO UNDERSTAND 

1. Make sure you understand the material yourself

before you begin.

2. Start with the bottom line.

3. After the bottom line, tell the reader how you

intend to explain.

4. Frequently divide your material into sections.

5. At the beginning or end of every section,

summarize where you've been and tell the reader

where you're heading.

6. Number your points.

7. Use the second person.

8. Graphics are important.

9. Layout is important too.
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